
 

                                 Dear Mr. Leggett,                                                                  May, 31 2011 

 
We wish to bring a timely opportunity to your attention that could help build 
a new agricultural model emerging in our region.  We are aware of your 
efforts to advance food and agriculture policy through the Green Economy 
Task Force, the Small Farm Incubator Initiative, the Sustainable Community 
Food Initiative, and the long tradition of preserving agriculture in the County 
as exemplified in the Agricultural Reserve.  We see possibilities for a 
County Food and Agriculture Policy Council, lodged in the private non-
profit sector with County participation, to take these related elements to a 
new level of importance and effectiveness for advancing quality of life and 
economic stability. 
 
The timeliness of this opportunity is related to many factors now coalescing 
in the region and Montgomery County.  We believe that one of those factors 
is the future of Nick’s Organic Farm in Potomac, which is now tentatively 
slated to be converted into soccer fields.  Besides its unique isolation from 
other farms generating GMO pollen, it could become a down County anchor 
for agricultural education for school children and adults that could unite the 
tradition of the Ag Reserve with the emerging models of a local and regional 
food and agriculture system—drawing upon urban fringe and urban     
 agriculture, small farm direct marketing, environmentally friendly farming   
 techniques, and food security through local production and job creation.  
 
  If the lease on this farm were amended to permit educational, as well as   
  agricultural, activities, this site could become part of a cooperation with   
  appropriate non-profit organizations in the County and in the region to   
    become an ideal educational opportunity, reaching out to demonstrate the  
    origin of food, the connection of local food to food safety and security, the  
    USDA “Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food” initiative, as well as  
     becoming a mentoring and incubator facility for the next generation of   
     farmers.    
 
With no or little public expense, and with its existing ties to the research 
community and private non-profits, Nick’s Organic Farm could be of 
tremendous public value. This farm is already up and running with a 30 
year track record—a known quantity requiring no lead time to develop. The 
organically-tended soil has had more than three decades to foster the 
organic matter and microorganisms that are key to supporting healthy 
plants. 
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As such, this land is not only a model for how organic farming can exist on the urban 
fringe, it is also a highly unusual research tool given its 30 years of organic cultivation. It 
also carries a unique history that is significant for    
people in the County and State as well as at the national level.  We have compiled a brief 
history of how the seed planted on this 20 acre farm over 30 years ago has blossomed and 
spread new seedlings throughout the Chesapeake region.  
 
We urge you to consider the opportunity before you, and we would welcome joining any 
effort you might undertake. 
 

 
      Sincerely, 

 
                                

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania Association for  
Sustainable Agriculture (PASA) 
Brian Snyder, Executive Director 

Maryland Organic Food and 
Farming Association 
Holly Budd, Board Chair 

The Weston A Price Foundation 
Sally Fallon Morell, President and 
Treasurer 

Maryland Independent Consumers & 
Farmers Association (MICFA) 
Liz Reitzig, President 

Montgomery Victory Gardens 
Gordon Clark, Project Director 

Maryland Small Farm Cooperative 
Sandi Roberts, President 

Future Harvest- Chesapeake Alliance 
for Sustainable Agriculture 
Alice Chalmers, Executive Director 

Audubon Naturalist Society 
Neal Fitzpatrick, Executive Director 

Slow Food DC 
Kati Gimes, Chair 

 

Growing SOUL 
Jessica Weiss, Executive Director 

West Montgomery County Civic 
Association 
Ginny Barnes, President 

 

Beyond Pesticides 
Jay Feldman, National Executive Director 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
Kim Coble, Maryland Executive Director 

 Montgomery Countryside Alliance 
Caroline Taylor, Executive Director 

 

Growing Power 
Will Allen, Founder and CEO 
MacArthur Fellow 

 

Montgomery County Sierra Club 
Alvin Carlos, Chair 

 

Rodale Institute 

Mark “Coach” Smallwood, 
Executive Director 



A Brief History of Nick’s Organic Farm and Local Food In Montgomery County 

For the past thirty years, Nick's Organic Farm (NOF) has been a pioneer in the organic, sustainable and 
local agricultural movement.  NOF helped start many organizations such as Maryland Organic Food and 
Farming Association, the Maryland Small Farm Cooperative, Future Harvest-Chesapeake Alliance for 
Sustainable Agriculture, and these organizations continue to advance the ideals of an ecologically 
sensitive and regional food system. 

 

Working through these and other organizations, NOF has been actively creating a space on the state and 
national scene for small local farms to begin, develop and flourish.   Starting in 1990 NOF worked for 
passage of Maryland’s law and regulations establishing the nation’s first State administered organic 
certification program, later copied by other states.   Later NOF entered the policy debate for Federal 
organic legislation, notably working with the Montgomery County representative who crossed party 
lines on the House floor to pass the final bill by an historic one vote margin. Then for over a decade, NOF 
was closely involved with forming the USDA organic regulations, which became final in 2002.  Just 
recently, USDA Sec. Vilsack appointed Nick Maravell as one of four farmers serving on the fifteen 
member National Organic Standards Board tasked with making detailed recommendations on the 
farming and food manufacturing materials and practices allowed in organic production.  

 

In the early 1980’s NOF's on-farm experiments conducted with University of Maryland, the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture, and the USDA Agricultural Research Service led to efforts to bring more 
scientific organic research to all farmers.  NOF’s on-farm research continues today, and at many other 
farms in the region.  National recognition for more organic research came slowly, and NOF and other 
farmers and researchers at the Organic Farming Research Foundation issued the National Organic 
Research Agenda in 2007.  Now over $25 million a year of federally funded organic research is 
conducted annually--significant, but still a fraction of the non-organic research budget. 

 

NOF has helped start several small farm and organic cooperatives to improve marketing.  NOF’s model 
of adding value on the farm and selling directly to the final user, either a consumer or another farm, 
exemplifies the current USDA initiative "Know Your Food, Know Your Farmer."  To safeguard the 
marketing interests of small and organic farmers, NOF testified twice in the last Congress on food safety.  
Fearing small and organic farms would be collateral damage to costly and burdensome control measures 
designed for the very largest food manufactures, NOF worked with a coalition of small and sustainable 
farm advocates over a two year period to develop affordable food safety procedures.  Opposed by large 
agricultural interests, the final legislation was guided to a difficult last minute passage with the watchful 
assistance of the Montgomery County representative working with the Congressional leadership.   

 



By forming lasting organizations, by creating clear state and national organic standards, by advancing 
research to assist production, and by joining farmers together to improve their marketing, the seed 
planted on this 20 acre parcel in Potomac over thirty years ago has blossomed, and new seedlings have 
spread all over the Chesapeake region.  The momentum is only getting stronger every day--witness the 
proliferation of farmers’ markets, CSAs (community supported agriculture) and demand and growth in 
local and organic sales.  While we take these trends for granted in Montgomery County, three decades 
ago they were unimaginable. 

 


